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BYNOPSIS,

Archibal Terhune, a popular and In-
dolent young bachwelor of London, re
ceives news that he has been mads halr
to the estile of hisn Aunt Georglana, with
an income of §20,000 n year, on condition
that he breomes angoged to be married
within ten days, Falllng to do wso the
legncy will go to a third counin In Amer-
fea. The story opena a{ Cnatle Wyckofr,
whers Lord Vincent and his wife, friends
of Terhune, are discussing plans to find
him a wife within the prescribed tima, It
soemn that Lady Vincent is onn of meven
perasons named Aguthus, all eloss girlhood
chums. Ehe decides to Invite two of them
to the castle and have Archle there an
one of the guosta. Agatha Sixth strikes
Archie aa & handpaintad beauty, Agatha
First Is & broesy Ameriean girl, Lady
Vineent tells her husband that Agntha
RBixth already cares for Archle, He galns
from Agatha Sixth the admisslon that
she cares for him, but will reguire o
month'a time fully te make up her mind
Amatha First, nexlectad by Terhune, re-
colves attsntlons from Laeslle Freer. Four
days of the preclous time have passed
when Terhune In ¢alled to London on
bupiness, Agatha First, on the plen of
ploknesn, excusas herself from a maotor
trip planned by the Vincents. Later they
sos Agntha First ploking flowers with a
strange man, Tha Vincents discuss
Agatha's peeming dupliclty. The follow-
Ing day the party visits the ruins of an
old eonvent, Terhunoe continues his at-
tentiones to Agntha Bixth, Than auddenly
he tranwfors his attentionm to Agatha
First. Vincent scores him for his appar-
it Acklonona.

CHAPTER VIil—Continued.

He glanced at me In a half embar-
rassed, hall triumphant way, mueh as
he ured to do In the firat Castle
Wyekhoff house party days, when he
was about to tell me of hig latest clue
in regard to the ldentity of the real
Agatha.

“Well, to be gulte frank with you,"
he sald, “the truth of the mattor is
that Agntha First won't let me alone!”

“NMeaning,” I sald, “that she's in
love with you?™

“Well, of course” he replied, re
moving his eye-glase and polishing it
dexperntely as 18 his custom when he
preiends t be embarrnssed, 1
wouldn't llke ta say that exactly. I
couldn't sny positively, that s, but
to a man of my experience In such
matters and knowledge of the faly sax,
the indicstions are—"

YO rot!™ 1 interrupted, rudely, |
fear; but really the old boy s quite
too innufferably conceitod to encour
age. I's an old falling of his,

Whot maken you think sa?" I asked
pfter o moment's conslderation, Al
thourti 1 conldn't quite belleve that
Agathn First was actuslly In love
with hlm, still I wanted to hedr his
roasong for the conclusion, 1 didn’t
want to belleve it, that was certnin,
I thought we had trouble enough an
otir hands as it was, without having
10 reckon with a broken heart on the
part of Miss Endlcott. And as this
contingency nssumed an alr of prob-
ability to my mind, T Inwnedly vowed
ngain never to undertake another
motch-making project. OGad, no! Let
poople marry themselves hereafter
without any interference from me, |1
hod had all T wanted of the thing this
time,

“What malkes you think so? I re
peatod,

Arch shrugged hig shoulders, “Can't
belp it. B8he's after me the whole
time! T suppose she can't help fancy-
tag o wen of my—er—Iif 1 may so—
my attrastions, ! daresay I'm a revela-
ton W her fn comparison with the
Ameriean colloge youths sbe has
probably been used to. Experience
and {ntellect does count, you know,
Wilfred. Besldes, the results show—"'
But I ont him short again.

“The results show,” T sald sternly,
“that you're just enough of a chump
to heod her manls for amusing her
pell with you—for I enn't think sho is
in earnest™ T had to tell him that
for his own good, though 1 could have
wished I felt surer this waa the fact.
*Her fondness for flirtdng with you
flatters you a0 moch that you'd run tho
riak of losing the glrl yon eare [or,
fust for the sake of baving that
sgreglous vanity of yours pleasantly
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your soclety undoubtedly ticklem It!
Your old falling ngain! ‘Pon my word,

old chap, I thought Dbetter of you!
Better of your prudence and foresight!
Why, 1 couldn’t have had less of an
#ye out for my own Interests mysell
in the days when you and | were con
tending sultors for the hand of one of
the Aguthas, and you inslsted that it
should be the helress and no other,
and bullfed me so becavse I didn't
take the same view! And the Lord
knows you made enough fuss about
that!™

But when I reported the result of
my remonstrance to Denrest, she suld
I hadn't been half severe enough with
him, and it was with diMculty that |
persuadod her that speaking to him
berself would only make matters
worse and Terhune more obstlnate.

CHAPTER IX,

It was the very last evening of the
time that had been alloted Terhune
In which to select & wife. Tha fol
lowing day was to sme Solicltor Barnes
at luncheon with us nt ome o'clock
precisely, Dearest Maving invited him
in accordance with Mrs. James' re
quest that he shouid be the referce
progent. at the house whaen the last
minute of Terhune's ten days of groce
should expire, and hls expocted pres-
ence at the meonl brought It home to
us what n declsive one ft must of
neceseity be, Declslve was Indeed the
right word to use In connection with
that meal! For If ol@ Arch was still
free and upaffinnced when he sat down
to it, he might as well never have
beon nepheaw of hiy avnt as far as in
heriting that aunt's property was con-
cernad.

Dearest was Inclined, belng optimis-
tie enough to hope for a consummpa-
tion of his engagement to Agatha
Sixth before that time—to make of the
luncheon o sort of marriagefeast In
honor of that event, anfl was already
planniog famous ifces and cakes of a
hymeneal nature. HBut Arch seemed
not to view the sppronch of the eru
clal day with such a light heart. His
thoughts at dinner that night were so
abgent, in fAct, us to foree one to con-
chulo that the speotre of his aunt's
third ecusin seated upon the verandn
of the houss In Australln with pos.
sesslve feet on the ralling had he-
come his famliliar splrit,

It was thie apparent npxiety of his
and his feverish devotlon to Agatha
Slxth that utterly unprepared me for
the unfortunnts dhnouvement Iater.

The evening had ended at last and
Dearest and T had succesiled In start
Ing a geperal move toward retiring
for the night. We had been playing
bridge—that Is, the two Agathas had
—with Terhune and the Inevitable
Freer, while my wifo and T stood by
and out fn now and then, We had ob-
served with pleasure that the party
of four had divided itself exactly as
we would have arranged. it ourselves;
Terhune and Agatha Sixth were part
nars, an were Agatha First and Freer,
Egtter atlll, Agatha Sixth seemed quite
to have forgotten thoe unhappy epi-
spde of the waterfnll, when Arch had
80 obvioualy missed his cue, and was
upenly bagking In the return of her
admirer's devotion, And Agatha First,
too, seemed quite comtented, not o
whit disturbed by thia attitude on my
Iriend's part and mildly amused by
the nttempted gallantried of the rec-
for's sou from Wye. It was, in fact, a
thoroughly happy lttle foursome, and
o8 & speciator of its content I felt
particularly pleased when I thought
of what Arch had conflded to me just
bafors dinmer. That he intended to
obtaln n definite, and what he seemed
to eonslder, a fuvorable answer, from
Agafha Sixth on the morrow.

We had all gone to bed, and the
night was well advanced, when I was
fiwnkenad from the rippiogest kind of
i sleep by the loudest kind of a bang
you ever heard In your life, Tt came

od fou alt the world as If some ome
or something had knocked over om
of the endless nymbey of stntneties
heavy vomos or Hitly (ablos that mgke
u regular avotfon shop of the place
and | wtruggled inteomy bath robe I
A minute (o go snd seo whnt It was

Denrest's room adjoined mine and |
listenod at the door to find out If she
had beon awakened, and hearing noth
ing from hor, went on my way down
utalrs,

1 didn't much belleve It could be »
burglar; I had a hagy notfon that 0
might be one of the dogw who had
gotten In there somehow. There are
no end of the big brutes about th
place and sometimes one gots into the
house for the night In apite of Dear
est. S0 | wasn't In the loast alnrmed
or apprehetsive, and was Just nhout
to lay my hand on the drawingroom
falding doors. which were at the fool
of the stairs, whoen | heard the Hghtest
poswlble tread on the stalrs behind
me and a soft hand olatehed my arm,

It was Dearest, of coirse. 0O Fyod
dy!" she gosped, "what Is 10"

“One of the doge, 1| axpect” I told
her. “What made you coma?™
< “Why," she sald In an Indlgnant 1t
tle whisper, "I cama after you, of
course! Do you think 1'd let you go
all alone?"

"“Why not? t whinpered. “I'm
man, Hoaldes, thoere's nothing to be
afrald oft™ .

“3, but there la!" she ausurad me
“$t'n burginrs—I1 know It 1! They've
come to stenl the Wyoekhoff emernlds,
1 know they have!"™

“Burglurs nothiog!” 1 answered
“1t's one of the dogs, T .sny, Besides
if 1t wore a burglar that's all the
more renson why you should go back!™

“And leave you to be killed all
alone? Never!" "

Sometimen, 1 admit it with o sort of
fond regret, my wife {8 unreasonnble

"It wouldn't belp apy If you ware |
killed, too!™ 1 tald hor. “Besidoes, |
you'll entch cold It's chilly dm\n‘
hére, nnd | want you to go back."

8lie eaught the tone of authority In
my voice, n tone | xeldom use toward
her, and fell to pleading with me,

"0 Freddy, can't I stay? she
begged, “IU's so exciting! See! I've
brought you a plstol and hete's an um
brella for me!" She came ¢loke up to
me ns she gpoke and the gleam of
ftarlight from e hall windows. fell
upon her supplicating face and thae
old blunderbuss she had taken dowp
ftom some wall and carrfed In her
right hand, and the other weapon of |

Will Scrutinize the Bank Borrowers

~ jrmr MURRAY
Q)15 ENTIRELY
ROt
SN A AN
GOy THinG !

ASHINGTON . ~Comptrotler of the
Currency Murray I8 now hard st
vork in making sharper and mors
warching the oficlal supervision and
wntrol of the nutlonal banks, He re.
juirer the examiners to make thelr
nvestigations more complote and ex.
wiing, He han changed cxaminers
rotn one distrlet to sanother, and if
hoy thus lose something of knowledgo |
Jout local conditlons, they are aet
too frotn Influences which broed puar-
inlity and prejudice. Ofclal inguiry
8 In this way lfted above cllques and |
he mastery of one or two Institutions
o on elty. |
The latest step 18 to eall on tho ex- |
unigers in the several districls to
nake aut luts of the concerns whieh
wo largest borrowers at the bunks
fuch reporta from the 11 districts are
o be tubulnted at the Wasiiloglon
ce which will be o ereated o cloar-
ng house of commercial eredits. The
record Is o be kept In confidenca, |
ind the namea of banks earrylog
wenvy lines of paper will not be ex-
wonad,

Individunls and ecorporations which

Savings Made in

ITH a navy Increasing In qlze, the
ostimates for the expense of the
naval establishment for the next fis

defense she had ~‘entioned In the |
other | cal year show a saving of over §4,

| lsughed, if oue may be said to|?00.000, ns compared with the amount
laugh in & whisper, and hugged hey | *PPropriated last yoar. For the pres.

for her spirit, armament and all, Thep | °Pt fiscal year the estimates were
we turned to the folding doors ngain | $10,000,000 legs than the approprin-

¥ | be sged am thara put down.” “Exa~
1 understand,” sald the agont.

Boneath them and through the crack | tlons for the preceding year. The
two years taken together show econ-

smy with Inereased efMclency.

Competition In the fleol has been
sncournged nnd has resulted In better
target practise, e€conomy in conl con:
sumption and in consumption of sup-
pliea. Full power trials of vessels
ander crulsing conditlons have been
zonducted. The fastest battleships
an the recent full power trinls were
the only ones repalred at navy yards
puder the present system of navy-
vard organization.

The greatest progresa In the navy
has been in target practise. It has
peen due to earefully conducted com-
petitions, where ship has besn pitted

between a faint light showed.

“Making himself pretty much at
home for a4 burglar to light the lamp."
1 remember thinking. And [ slowly
and enutlounly wldened the aforesaid
crack untll & space of some two or:
throe Inchem wide wns obtained, the
doors rolling back softly on each side
without mny nolge at all, Then we
looked in, my wife making It possibie
for us to do thls at one and the same |
time by kneeling on the floor at my
gide, and thus obtaining *a chink to
look through all to bersell,

It was lucky she was so near the |
floor, I thought afterward, or she
would certninly have fallen upon It
with surprise when she beheld the
thing our eyes ssked of us to beljsve

For there at the far end of the draw:
ing room dimly distinguishable by the
light of a lamp on the table, turned
low, wns Agntha First We reuol-:-l
nized her even In that lght without
fall, dressed as ghe hiad been that eve
ning for dinner,. and standing with

hiz back toward us-and his armaround | |

her wns & man In nan sttitude unmis |
takably loverdike and possessive, And |
through the hush of that Iate hour |
the low murmur of thelr absorbed |
voloes penetrated the Inmost recess of
our staggered conselousness, Agatha
FPirst and a man meeting %% secret at
that hour!

What could it mean? Who eould it
bat The surprise of my discovery in
the woods the day of our trip to North-
bury was as nothing to this! But
alog! We knew only too well this
time who the man was, and without
requiring any further proof asuch nas
we had had on the other occaslon
when we had walted untll the discov- |
ery of the checked cont before we folt |
sure. In this Instance we neither of
us doubted for o moment the ldentity’
of Migs Endlcott's companion In her
equivoenl positlon,

Freer had sald good night and gone |
on down to the village at ten o'clochk |
when the party had broken up. Tt
could not be he. Then it must of
necessity be Terhune, Indeed, what |
other man would have the opportu
nity for auch a meeting? Who else
was 8thyng 1t the castle? !

(TO BE CONTINUED.)

A Sparkling Novellst, !

A New York aditor, at the Century‘
clud, told n story about Robert W.
Chambers, the wellknown young nov:
alist.

“Chambers went one summer,” hae
egald, “to Sunapee with hiz n-other. Al
the Ben Mere Inn the arlsticratie old
ladiea In rocking chairs, seafed on tha
cool piazsn that overlooks the lake
wars very much stirred up by Mr
Chamberg' arrival. Whenover he ep
peared they gathered about him und
talked books,

“Chambers was always ready for
them, He had always on his lips some
witty saying to double them up.

“'‘Oh, Mr. Chambers, cried nn old
lndy one day, T admire “Lorraine” so
much! T've read It elght times!’

“‘Madam,' anawered Chambers, with
o bow, 'l would rather hemr you say
you'd bought elght coplea’”

His Literal Anawer,

In all policles of Insurance these,
among a host of other guestions, oo
cur; “Age of father, If Uving?" "Ag:
of mother, Hving?' A man in the
country who filled up an applicatior
made his father's age, “If Uving," oo
hundred and twelve years, and hi
mother’s one hundred and two. Th
agont was nmazed nt this, and fancie
ne bad securad an excellent customer
sut, fesling somewhat dublous, he ni
marked that the applleant ¢ame of
sory long-lived famnily. "Oh, you s
gir, replisd he, “my parents die
(mAny yoars ago, but, Af lUving,' wos

straln thelr oredit soon get veyond the
resources of their home banks, They
g0 abroad for loans. Note brokers de
rive thelr profit from this practise.
When fallures ocour it often bappens
that the banlkrupt (s debtor o banks
st polnts retnote from each other,
One lender does not know how many
others bave been Luying the same
port of puper. Relinnee on business
statoments becomes trust on broken
reads by ebanged conditions as weil
s by oversungulne estimates.

Tha pew pollicy of Comptroller Mur
ray will tend to restrict credit at both
ends of the Uransaction, Borrowers
who expand unduly will take warning
when they learn that record of all
thelr loans ls kept for review. They
will discern the need of cuution In put
ting out thalr obligntions, and will do
leds business on other people's eap
ltal. They will feel some alnrm ot the
broad seml-publicity of thelr affairs
and will reduce thelr appeals to lend
ore. The weakest of the Iarge bor
roweras will first be comipelied o re
duce thelr loans. All who rely too
much on borrowlng will see the vell
Ifted Erom thelr operations and will
come to act knowing that they ure do
Ing business in the open. Thone who
are fairly entitled to the credit which
theoy nsk can got no harm
ger af the output of bad paper will be

| dimiinished, and banks will be warned

ngninst neecta not desirable

the Naval Service

agninst ahlp, man against wan and of
fiter agalnat ofMicer. [n Lhis way every
onoe hns bean put apon his mettle and
rosulta Hoave eclosaly moeasured
relative worth of the warious khips
and officers

duced frow about § cents a pound (o
about &
been ecul from about 4%

|
The dan-

the |

The cost of work at navy yard:
has fallen materinlly, Steel castings
made st pavy yards have been re |

cants, and tron eastings have
cenls o

IF | WLk
Qv THIS
PLACE
JAFTER THE

[ COURT GETS,
THROuGH

QL\:‘}\? j T WOROAH |

HE legnl battle which has raged

In Kentucky for several genern-
tions over the valldity of socnlled
“blanket” grants of land by Virginla,
the mother state, nnd even Kentucky
itgell during the earlior years of
statehood, has come before the Su-
preme court of the United States for
declgfon. Titles to lands now sald to
be worth at least §10,000,000 depend
upon the declsion of the court. Orig-
inally some of the land was procured
nt 2 cents An ncre.

Arguments were mide B8 to the
constitutionality of the Kentucky
statute under which It s claimed a
forfelture of the title to 40,000 acres
of land, held by the Kentucky (nlon
compnny, would be worked in favor
of the ocoupants of the land. Dmme.
diately after thls case, It & expected

Uncle Sam Goes After White Slavers

the
States has turned |ts whole detec-
tive machinery townrc unearthing and |
degtroying the white slnve traffle, as
t exists between the ptates or between |

HE government of

foreign countries nnd  the United
States. It ia the plan of the depurt
ment of justice to mike one sweep on
&ll the large cities at onoe, and strike,
{f possible, one staggering blow at the
trafMe.

The government's anthority comes
from the Mann act, imposging upon the

interstats aspects of the crime penal- | made, but these are only the begin
ties of five years' imprisonment or a ning of the general crusade, It |2
According to Informa- f sald.

fina of $5.000.
tlon already received at Washington,

Pittsburg s the cemter of tho trade, |
Chicago | lines developed in Chicago by thoms

make that city an lmporiant subsip- | arrests gun be fraced throughout th

though elues disdovered In

ton. The firsts swoop, it Is intended,

WMWMVWMWM

An Example.
“i don’t belleve In splrituallsm and
[ wouldn't have anyredy In my employ
who did."”
“yat only yesterdzy I saw one of
-our clerks who had sold soms lquor
o o enstomer, and he wus doing some

pirlt wrapping.”

Brilliant ldea.

(nele Trestop (om hls way to the
(entint’s oMes)—"Most Hkely 1t stop
,ching by the tims I get in the chair.
if it does, I'll pretend ['ve made a mis-

'Supreme Court May Unsquat 300,00

Unitad |

ailea and tell him 1 waot & halreut.”

pound to 21&. |

Although the navy has loncreased in
size, the comt of the conl ls expected
to be about 31,000,000 less during the
corrent fiseal year than during the
previous one. The estimates for fuel
for the coming year have been de
creased by $1.000,000. Improvement
has been made In the use of lubri
eating ofl, The cost of supplies hus
been reduced by more tham 20 per
ecent, and In freight and trangporta
tion of supplies there has bean a
saving of nbout $100,000.

The most serioun waste of funds
under the navy department bas prob-
ably bean that due to expenditures
upon vessels that are not fit to take
part in any future war. There are
many of these vessels that will prob
ably be relegated to the reserve or
be plmced out of commission In the
near future.

the sults invalving (he title of the
eastern Kentucky lands will be taken
up,

Ahout 2,600,000 scres af
sald to lle pnder the doubthul titie
these "blanket” gronis, Opn the other
hand, 300,000 eltizens of Ker
have entered these lands. Clalmants |
under the "hilunket™
"sguntters.”

The attorney
monwealth of
poaared In the supreme
sert In dofense of thelr elafm of title
that they are the people who have
bullt up the state, and erected n com
monwenith, with Hla court hooases and
school houses, Its munieipulities und
Internal lmprovements,

They have [or years, the atiorne;
general has sald fn o brief, Alea with
the court, pald taxes on the laod
while a search of the records, whes
such Information would be found, hs
unyn, shows that the sum total of ali
tnxer paid by the clalmants under the
Virginla grants In ltigation, since
the organization of Kentucky in 1792
to the present time, does not exceed
$76.

land are

tugty

grants call then

génersl of tho com
Kentucky hns  ap
court 1o as

will be started slmultaneously ia New
York, Phlladelphis, Pittsburg, Chloage
and Ssn Franolco,

Officers at ports of entry have beer
asked to locrease their vigilance and |
to fnspect female Immigrants with pe
cullar care. Meanwhile offlcers at in
land clties will watch snd report the
movements of all suspeots

In New York someé months ago Dis
trict Attorney Whitman made an of
fort to trap some of the men bacek
of the trade in that city, but they os
caped. The only way to capture thi
offenders, according to the agents ol
the department of justioe, is to have
the guthorities of all the Inkge ¢lbjed
act together, The governmont pdernts
will not try to “clean up” the wvari
ous citles, They will simply go aller
the leaders of the gyudleate

In Chicago some arrests havo heot

In several oases It was Toum

that men (n that oity hnd bropght
women from Frafce. Some of the|CVmax demands a rigorous conslat-

country.

Not the Only Suffersr. vingy. He pursued the offender for

The domesticaied ustrich hag fust | months, over hundreds of miles,
been relleved of his “tips.” “Prisgged [ cought him and secursd his convic-
dgain!" he groaned: "1 wonder wiy [ ton wad imprisontment. A wellege.
the 8, P. C. A. doosn't aglate (o | outed plece of vengeance, you say; a

miti-tipplog tegisintion **
Microscopic:

“You'll not find o gleak lke thic b
& hurry,” boasted the tall walier

And the guest looked up wilh
foy smile.

“T should wny not. [t ln 50 Bagung!
hidden, under these few ohlpn of
tatoes ¢ 1 doubtiul &f I find 11 il

Hke, and I now worliing as harg (o
got the eriminal purdoned as he once

Somebody’s Baby

By LAWRENCE

ALFRED CLAY

Copprlghi, o, by Awsomaiod Liigrary Pross

Mra. George Comgdon had rum loto
Phlladelphin for the day to visit her
mother. Bhe had brought with her
her girl baby, ten months old, snd
hiid been accompanied by her bus
band ae nurse girl. His business was
in the city, and st five o'clock he |
would enll for and take her howme,
Mr. Congdon wos n young man, bul
ho understvod bables. He knew that
they should be held bhead downward
—that they should be given & father
ly fnger to bite when they trled, and
that tekling the bottoms of their feot
when they bad the colle wan ¢« certaln
cure

That was the fAnest baby in the
ptate of Ponnsylvanin, The [ather,
the mother, the grandmother, Aunt
Fthel and all the nelghbors at the
Congdon suburban  homs asld  so,
Reallzing, young am ahe was, that
plie would be kept awake at night |
when her sparking days came, she
got ke much lofant xleep as posaible

Mra, Huntington, the grandmother,
had very Httle to do with the baby.
It was her duty to recomimend snge
tey nnd estnip wmixture and mild
mustard plasters and to declare that
the baby looked justs like ita father.
Having done this, her dules were
ended.

Ethel Huntington, Mra. Congdon‘s
only slster, was nineteen years old,
Bhe was not to blame for belng an
punt ot that age. Some of the girls
poked fun at her, but she was loyal

Smlled at the Man Bending Over It
to the child

She charscterived It as
the nlecest, swestest, brightest, hand-
somest, darlingest thing ever borm,
and if she could bave kissed it oft-
pner she would certninly bave flat- |
tened s none

Mmi. Coogdon and baby were duly

| left at grandma’s and duly welcomed

The Infant was kisged, toasted,
hugged, fattered and talked to, and |
tbe day pnsso! without calamity

Along toward five o'¢lock in the after
noon Mr. Congdon telephoned that bis
firm had given him an errand to do,
and that thé wile must make her woy
bome alone This brought Ethel to
the fromt. She would not only ne
=ompany her sister to the depot in
the taxi, but take the traln home
with ber and hold that "darlingest™
an her lap all the way. It was set.
tled at once that thig should be the
program, sand nt a certain hour It
was ocarried out, That fs, the two
Indles and the younz prodigy were
funded nt the Chestnut street depot
twenty minuteg too late for one train
and thirty minutes too early for an-
other

The ladies’ walting room, of courso,
was the only place left to them.
Aftor ten minutes Mrs. Congdon wrat
Jt to buy a ticket for Ethel, having
her own return in her purse. She
met friends and stopped to chat—the
history of the baby had to he told.
Bhae was proud of the opportunity to
tell 1t

Time was passing and Aunt Fithel
became tmpatient. More time passed.
and ghe became nlarmed. She pleked
gp the sleeping baby and wnlked out
Inte the general room to find her
sister, Just then a young man walt
Ing Tor & train falntod away Mama
sald It was n cnge of love, and some
that he had a weak heart. A erowd
gathered Jumt somebody eald
the depol wad on fire. He Hed about
It, but his objlect was pralseworihy.
He wanted to sadd to the i.‘.'l.1'1.'.|"l1|t!]1.f.
and he ecertainly did

Young Aunt Ethal was impetuous
and excitable. Down went baby on |
& vacant seat, and awny rushed the |

then

B

A good many books and plays nre
bases! on the ldea of a man's taking
up a4 Wne of thought or actlon and
sticking to it long epough to earrv It
through, But warking toward such a

ency (lal may not be true o nawmre,
for see (rom A concrete example how
renl Hle slews us round,

Here i the case of n man who was
drugeed and robbed of hiz lfe's aa-

pubne duty handsomely performed.
But no: the avenger weakens, turns
tall, bacik-pedals’ or whatever yon

worked to gat him jaflod

Such a lack of eonsistency and con-
Unulty s, of course, rulnbus to a well-
rovmdod plot. Clearly, there is always
the riak that stated vengesnos may
produce a revulslon of fesllng and
that justice may be elbowed out by

| for

| get

| plenty of babies,

A Case of Ptty Misplaced

carotuker. She spent ten minutes
lookiing st the young man and roshe
ing around to find where the fire was,
and was then taken by the arm by

| her alster and rushed for the truin,

und they were hurdly aboard when
the wheels began to move. They had
found a sent when they wuddc. iy
missed something and cried out In
chorts!

“My stare, but where s baby?™

It Mise Ethel Huntington hadn*t
been o exelted when she luld baby
dowt sbhe might have botiosd Paul
Ashley wilting close Ly. BShe would
have pronounced hiim o young man of
about tweniy-three, very good-looking,

| woll dressed and a genlleman She

could have fgured, that bhe was thera
to take a truin, but would have bhad to
guvks thut he was a civil engineor.
YVes, Be sut there, and he saw baby
duinped down and knew that the ex-
cilemant had called s attendant
pway. He mwoved aue seat nearer the
infant, Instend of three seata further
BWay, as miny s young man would
tiave done, aud he sald o himself, re
ferring 0 Miss Ethel:

“She lsn't the mother, or she'd
never have dons that, and she's too
good looking and woll dressed for =
nurse givl, Couldn't have Dbrought
the kid bere to abandon. Not old
enougl o be so hardened Probably

come buck in five minutes, Hn!
There she goes for the traln with
another lndy! Clear case, nund the

kid goes to A foundlng hame!™

Bur 1t didn‘t. 1t awoke and smiled
at ths man bending over IL He
amiled bLack Then s woman came

'up and Dblushed and Jaughed and
sald

“S8o the minx played a gume on
yout

“If you want {0 hand It hack on her
I can help you." continned the wom
an with the sime sarcastie smlile
“There was another woman with her,
and she went uway to buy m ticket
Blankville, twenty mliles out
That's where they have gone 1o
gether™

"And that's where I'll follow™ sald
Mr. Ashiley “l think 1 oan get It
there all right."

“SBure. You are a young man of
spunk. It bas n nursing bottla here,
and If It cries, you feed L™

When the baby was missed by its
mother and munt the traln was under
full headway. The rallroad company
doesn't stop and brck up 1ts tralos for
lost bables. The only way was to
off at the firs! statlon. seven
miles out, and send a telegram to tha
depot master and follow it by the
first train Another telegram was
sent to the father, Mother and aunt
returned to the city and rushed up
and down the big depot. They found
but not the baby
After twoni> minutes of the
and after Miss Ethel

wanted,
greatest anxisty

had pointed out the spot ten times
over where she had Isgld the Infant
down, an old man who explained

that he wns golng to Montana whens
ever his train came along, added :

“Sny, T saw a young fellow steal
that kid! Yes, sir, he looked all
around to see !If anvybody wans wnatch.
ing, and then emiled and elneked at
ber and too¥ her up and walked out
ton traln, I'd have tackled him, only
I'm an old man and have a bad llver
The doctor told me not to got ex
elted Yes, sir, he gtole that baby
a8 sure as shootineg, nnd he's a hun-
dred miles awsy by fhis timel™

Thare was weepnlng and walling and
telephoning to Mr. Congdon and tele-
graphing to conductors. One of the
latter answered®

“FYoung man with a baby In his
arms got off at Dlankville. Had my
susplefons

The trail Jed to Blankvills, Irony
of Fate! Young man steals n baby
In Phlladelphin nond gets off the tralp
where it'e father and mother live. A
telegram to the police at Blankville
rend:

“Arrest young man who got 7%
five o'clock traln with a girl baby
Case of kidhaping.”

And there belng no case for the
police 1o blunder and arrest an old
woman lending o gont, they nabbed
Mr, Paul Ashley an he sat in the de
pot playing with rthe stelen echild and
asking everyhody ff they could lden
tify It Father, mother mnnd Auni
Ethe]l arrived and rurbhed and precing
taled themselves, and that erm[o;nl;-_
nlcest, darlingest Ntile bit of human
ity nmetually Kleked and fought and
orled when twrn from the srms of
Its boldfared abductar

The police had no case. The « v
onfa they appeared to be, after ex
nlanations had besn made, was be

tworn Miks Ethel and Mr. Ashley. I
hasn't heen Milly coneluded yet, but
It hus been settlod that Paris will be
one of the continental oitles vislted
during the coming summer

i A P

P,

pity.  The brakes must be put on fp
time.—Chirago Record-Herald.

Curious Oath,

In thoe second oath administered te
n man about to take his seat o the
supreme court of the United States he
swenrs among other things, “to de
equanl right to the poor andg to the
tigh,” [t has been In the outha from
the beginnlng of the government, and
must have been fashioned for the ex-
press purpose of assuring the poor
that they should have justice In the
higheat tribunal of the land. The
terma used are gdod plaln Boglish
and easily undersiood.

Politics and Cucumbers.

“And what" asked a visltor to the
North Dakota state fair, “do you call
that kind of eucumbaer?™

“That,” replled & Pargo

‘|s the lpswgent eucumbar. It dossn't
ulwayn agres with a party
body's ‘




